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A CORRESPONDENT TO COLLEGIANS 


y James S. Pope’s assessment, Clark Mollenhoff of the 
‘ashington Bureau of the Cowles Publications is “the 
nest independent free-lance volunteer under the sun” 
. the fight for more news from government. He has 
yoken before many groups on the problems of access 
. information. His testimony before the Moss Committee 
1s been noteworthy. Reproduced here is a speech by 
ir, Cowles delivered at the University of Cincinnati, 
larch 3, 1959. 


Unless this is a highly unusual student body, you are 
robably a pretty good cross section of the complacency 
f America in politics. 

You are highly respectable. You feel you know what 
smocracy means, because you are students and have 
sad about it in text books. Democracy is something that 
eorge Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lin- 
nin and a few other assorted heroes established as a 
art of our form of government. You feel that the battles 
yr democracy are over in this country. You are content 
y sit back and enjoy this birthright handed down to you 
y others. 

When you leave the campus, you will vow to be 
terested in politics because it is the respectable and 
scent thing to do. You will reason that politics needs 
eople like yourselves to overcome the ignorance of the 
asses. You will regard yourselves as enlightened, as 
lucated and understanding the issues. There will be 
hrases from your college texts that will stick with you. 
hey will trip off your tongues, and you will leave the 
apression among many of your acquaintances that you 
nderstand government. 

Some of you will take the highly practical business 
pproach in politics. You will be the middle-of-the-roaders 
n everything. You will be understanding of all positions, 
ccept any position that might be considered extreme. 
ou will do your best to avoid any comments that are of 
1 extremely critical nature, for there are those who 
ould regard such comments as partisan. You may even 
y to keep a foot in each political camp, because you 
ink it is good business. 


litical Faddists 


Some of you will be the political faddists. You will 
low the majority. If it is popular to like Eisenhower, 
ou will like him. If it is popular to criticize him, you 
ill follow that line. If it is popular in your circles to 
islike Joe McCarthy, you will criticize him on all counts. 
it is popular to hate Walter Reuther or Herbert Hoover 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, you will obediently comply. 
is easier to go along with labels. It is easier to accept 


a popular view than to do the study necessary to have a 
balanced judgment. You may follow the line of some 
columnists who dislike dealing in facts, but regard them- 
selves as dealing in enlightened impressions. This makes 
it easy to criticize officials for being “too rash,” or a 
few weeks later to accuse another official of having failed 
to produce “a dynamic” or “an imaginative” program. 

Some of you will become strict partisans. You will 
fall into a group that terms everything that is disliked as 
“radical” or “left wing.” Or, you may be the other ex- 
treme partisans who find everything the other party does 
is “reactionary.” 


Only a Few 


Unless something jars your sense of duty, only a few 
of you will have the industry to really work and learn 
the facts behind the complex problems that face the 
nation. Unless someone stirs your conscience, only a 
few of you will have the courage to try to do something 
to stop those forces that work constantly to undermine 
democracy. 

I hope that I can stimulate just a little more interest 
in thoughtful participation in government. Democracy is 
not necessarily a success in the broad sweep of history 
unless it continues for many more years to demonstrate 
that people can and will learn enough to be able to gov- 
ern themselves. To succeed our system of government 
needs thoughtful participation by citizens as office hold- 
ers, as taxpayers, as witnesses before governmental 
bodies, and as plain voters. 

Public office must not be a convenient way for paying 
high salaries to our sons, wives, cousins or political 
hacks. It must not be a vehicle for favored treatment of 
tax cases, RFC loans, or television channel allocation. 
It must not be a way to finance vacations abroad, or to 
sneak into the parties of whichever hostess currently is 
the mostest. 


Must Depend on Citizens 


Law enforcement must depend on the citizens as well 
as the police, prosecutors and judges. If our government 
is to succeed the police must be able to depend on reason- 
able cooperation from citizens who have knowledge of 
crimes, or other information that is detrimental to soci- 
ety. Citizens must avoid the attitude that there is some- 
thing dishonorable in telling the truth to law enforcement 
officials. 

If our courts and our congressional committees are 
to obtain the truth, it is necessary that the citizens re- 
spond to subpenas and to the best of their ability relate 


the facts without trying to exaggerate or minimize the 
incidents. 

As jurors, each citizen has a duty to weigh the evi- 
dence carefully and apply reasonable standards under 
the instructions of the court. If our judicial system is to 
work and command respect, it must not be thrown out 
of balance by jurors who let race, religion, nationality 
or personal prejudice influence the verdict. 


Greatest Responsibility Is as Voter 


But, great as your responsibilities are in these fields, 
your greatest responsibility is as a voter. I cannot put 
too much emphasis on the need ior a large body of inde- 
pendent voters who respond quickly to oust those officials 
who are demonstrated to be corrupt or incompetent. 

Rep. Steven V. Carter, an lowa Democrat, cut his 19- 
year-old son’s congressional salary from $11,000 to $6,400 
because of letters from the voters in his district. He 
would have cut it more if there had been more letters. 

Rep. Leonard Wolf, another lowa Democrat, refused 
to cut the $12,000 salary he is paying his wife, Marilyn. 
He received 117 letters favoring his hiring of his wife in 
the first week, and there were only five letters criticizing 
him. He said frankly that he considered this mail to be an 
endorsement of his policy. 

Voters’ apathy is responsible for many of the scan- 
dalous conditions in the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters. But, many of the rank-and-file Teamsters have 
some reason for not voting. They have officers who rig 
the slate so it is like a communist election — one ticket of 
eligible candidates. Where there is a contest, the incum- 
bent officers make it as difficult as possible for members 
to vote. In the trucking industry, where drivers are fre- 
quently hundreds of miles from home, it is difficult to be 
present in the limited time allocated to an election. The 
McClellan committee has dramatized that it is frequently 
more healthful to stay away from the elections. 


Lethargic Public 


The Truman administration scandals can be attrib- 
uted in a large measure to the fact that the Democratic 
party became too sure that it had the voters lined up 
indefinitely. There will always be some scandals, but the 
lethargy in moving on some of these scandals can be 
attributed to the attitude that the voters didn’t care and 
would still pull the Democratic lever. 

The same disease of attitude took over in some quar- 
ters in the Eisenhower administration. There were those 
who felt that the great victory of a popular war hero in 
1952 meant they could get by with anything. It was ar- 
ranged for Air Secretary Harold Talbott to receive a 
medal, despite the shocking “conflicts of interest” cases 
in which he was involved. President Eisenhower was told 
only part of the facts in the Dixon-Yates case, and some 
of his top aides tried to use his good name and reputation 
to cover another “conflicts of interest.” They were re- 
lying on a voting public that was blinded by hero wor- 
ship, and unthinking in viewing the facts. 

The victory by President Eisenhower in 1956 con- 
vinced many in the administration that it was possible to 
use a hero’s glory to dazzle the public. Even the FCC 
scandals and the Adams-Goldfine affair has not jarred 
some of these individuals from their belief that they can 
put words in the mouth of President Eisenhower to jus- 
tify improper and illegal activity. 


Even now, the Defense Department is using the ni 
of the President to justify a flat violation of the fed 
law. The Navy and the Air Force have refused to prod 
certain financial records for examination by the Gen 
Accounting Office. This is in flat violation of the 
which states that all papers and records of all agencie: 
government, except some diplomatic papers, must 
made available for the General Accounting Office. 


GAO Our Only Outside Check 


The General Accounting Office was set up under 
Budgeting and Accounting Act of 1921 for the spec 
purpose of post-auditing our government spending. Si 
much Defense spending must be done behind clo 
doors for security reasons, the GAO represents our o 
outside check on what our military establishment is do 
with about 60 percent of our national budget. 

There is no question of security involved, for G 
auditors are given the same security clearance as milit 
personnel. The Navy and the Air Force have sim 
stated that they have some undefined “executive pr 
lege” to arbitrarily disregard the law, and refuse to 
the GAO see certain records. In fact, they have asser 
a right to remove any reports from the files they dc 
want the GAO to see. 

The Attorney General has disregarded the law : 
past decisions on this, and he and President Eisenhor 
are backing the Pentagon. 


Most Voters Are Fooled Much of the Time 


They have gotten by with this because the voters 
not understand the issue, and there are a good many ¢ 
respondents who don’t either. This violation of law pas 
with only a little furor because of the fact that in our c: 
plex world it is possible to fool most of the voters mi 
of the time. 

For nine months in early 1958, the Eisenhower 
ministration managed to convince many people tha! 
was quite proper for the White House to make sec 
contacts with the various regulatory agencies. Wher 
little law professor from New York University — Bern: 
Schwartz-— wrote a report stating that these regulat 
agencies were quasi-judicial in character, and should 
held to the same standards as federal courts, he 1 
panned as naive and a dreamer. 

Although the administration was flatly wrong on 
law, there were many columnists and editorial writ 
who accepted the word of the administration at f 
value. Schwartz was criticized. It wasn’t until last ! 
vember that the administration was forced to take 
proper legal position in the controversial Miami Chan 
10 case. Then Attorney General William P. Rogers 1 
forced to write an opinion that any secret ex parte c 
tacts with a regulatory agency on the merits of a pend 
case was grounds for upsetting the decision. 

Don’t be in the group that goes blindly following 
self-serving declarations of any administration. 


Public’s Rights Involved in Nearly Every Major Scandal 


Voters’ lethargy is at fault when there is widespr 
fraud or mismanagement in government. It cannot 
overemphasized that your rights are involved in nee 
every major scandal that perverts or corrupts gove 
ment, 


Your rights to a fair trial are jeopardized when $20,- 
JQ in ‘Leamster money is used to fix a judge in Tennes- 
e. if they get by with it in Tennessee or Michigan or 
finois, then they will soon be getting by with it in your 
ate and your city — if they aren’t already. 

li is your tax load that is made heavier when a tax- 
x ring operates in the Internal Revenue Service under 
 iruman administration. The proven scandals are only 
e peaks of the iceberg that are visible. They are the 
cidents where the crooks were careless and didn’t cover 
eir tracks. 

it is your tax dollars that pay the price when Harry 
The Hat) Lev, of Chicago, fixes the military procure- 
ent oiticials in New York so the government pays high 
rices and the military services get shoddy merchandise. 
nd, even when the proven scandals may run into the 
ions of dollars, it is only a small part of the whole 
icture. 


ame Yourself 


If your 100 percent wool suit turns shabby in a few 
ionths because it really it only 40 percent wool, blame 
ourseif for not being outraged and vocal when the Fed- 
‘ai ‘lrade Commission gives preferred treatment to 
ernard Goldfine’s false labeling. 

li you take a financial loss because you relied on the 
ecurities Exchange Commission to keep the stock mark- 
- honest, biame yourself for being unconcerned when 
herman Adams or some other White House staff mem- 
er was pulling strings in the supposedly independent 
sgulatory agencies. 

if the teevision programming turns into superficial 
‘oth, and high quality programs are dropped; blame 
ourseif and your neighbors for a lack of interest in 
overnment, Joy 

When tne federal budget swells to approximately $80 
lion and about 60 percent of it goes to the Defense 
epartment, you are to blame — you, and all of the other 
itizens who couldn’t see that secret contract deals breed 
orruption. It is your fault if you couldn’t see that it 
sopardized your tax dollars when the Air Force and the 
avy barred the GAO and Congress —the only post- 
uditors on military spending —from examining how 
srtain contract matters were handled. 


ie Role of Congressional Inquiry 


If the indiscretions of the investigations of the late 
en. Joseph McCarthy cause you to blindly criticize all 
yngressional investigations, then you must share the 
ssponsibility when the executive branch hides the rec- 
rds from Congress to cover up mismanagement or cor- 
iption. You must be interested enough to understand 
1e role of the congressional inquiry in our system, and 
see that this is the only way that the citizens of a 
emocracy can inform themselves on the complex prob- 
ms of labor-management relations, the operations of 
ie “Big Six” regulatory agencies, the progress of our 
allistic missile programs, the operations of our security 
rograms, or the efficiency of our tax collecting agency. 

These are problems of such vast proportions that the 
\dividual citizen could never do the simple fact-finding 
yb necessary to arrive at any sound conclusions. The 
idividual reported might be able to examine some 
mited areas, but I know that we would flounder without 
1 congressional committees with their subpena power, 
weir hearings, their expert staff work, and the enlight- 


enment that comes with seeing both liberal and con- 
servative members focus attention on the subject. With- 
out the congressional investigation we would be power- 
less to really find out what was taking place in the 
Teamsters Union. We would have been forced to rely 
on Dave Beck’s self-serving comment that he was han- 
dling things honestly and efficiently. 

Without the congressional investigation, we would 
be forced to accept the opinion of the President or his 
cabinet officers that they are running the departments in 
the best interests of the majority of the people. This 
would not be democracy. This would be a dictatorship 
by the executive branch. 


Common Tendency 


There is a common tendency for voters to pay little 
attention to government. They drift, and they rationalize 
their lack of interest by explaining that they fill their 
role in a democracy by periodically going to the polls 
“when something important is up.” 

I enjoy seeing voters storming to the polls, infuriated 
at tax bills, ready to pull the lever in condemnation of 
government extravagance. I like to see them march out 
at election day and slap down a safety commissioner, 
sherifl, mayor, judge or governor who wastes public 
funds or is associating with the underworld. This is 
democracy in action, but there is too little such action. 

It is not enough to stir out and vote every few years 
when an issue hits directly at your pocketbook. And, 
there are times when a good citizen should take a long 
view of democracy and vote against his pocketbook. It 
is not enough that you express yourself only when 
the arbitrary action or improper conduct of a public 
official happens to prick your sense of right and wrong. 

Unforiunately, there are many vital issues that voters 
ignore. They ignore them because they do not understand 
them well enough even to see that their own personal 
rights are at stake. 

It isn’t just the Teamsters Union that is involved when 
Teamster Boss Hoffa dips into a million-dollar tax-ex- 
empt treasury in Detroit to help elect city prosecutors, 
judges, mayors and governors. Your rights before those 
public officials could be at stake. 

Involved is your right to aggressive investigations, 
and aggressive enforcement of the law if you, your fam- 
ily, or your friends are the victims of gunmen, robbers 
or extortionists. This is vital to you, for you cannot live 
without fear if your law enforcement officials — police, 
prosecutors or courts — have been bought or influenced 
by the money of a corrupt union or a corrupt business. 

If you can’t count on reasonably good law enforce- 
ment then your person and your property are not safe. 
If you can’t count on fair administration of justice by the 
courts, then you have lost nearly all of your rights. 


Just Assume Courts Are Honest 


Probably most of you have the same viewpoint I had 
at the age of twenty or twenty-one. You just assume your 
courts are honest without giving it further thought. Since 
you assume they are honest, you give no thought to the 
consequences if your courts happen to be headed by cor- 
rupt or corruptible men. 

Stop and analyze the role of the courts in your life. 
Your state courts are the ultimate referees in nearly 
every dispute in your community. If you have an auto- 


mobile accident, you must rely on the courts to give you 
a fair shake if the matter can’t be settled otherwise. 

The biggest business in this community must depend 
on the fairness of the courts to enforce its financial claims 
if customers don’t pay. When management and labor 
cannot settle their ditlerences, they must rely on the 
fairness of the courts or the quasi-judicial agencies to 
settle the dispute. 

The courts settle it if neighbors cannot come to agree- 
ment on a lot line. Disagreements over contracts must be 
settled in the courts. Even the disputes between husbands 
and wives must be taken into court when they reach a 
point where they cannot reach agreement. 

Most citizens do not understand the operation of the 
courts, the selection of judges, or the possibility for good 
or evil that is inherent in the position of a state judge. 
They stand in awe of the courts, and do not give these 
institutions the critical analysis they should have. Re- 
member this: Courts are made up of political figures, and 
they are no more perfect than other political figures. 
Their operations must be examined periodically to deter- 
mine where they are taking us. We should not lash out 
madly at the system, but neither should we be overly 
protective. 


‘Know America First’ 


There is a slogan which says we should “See America 
First.” I would say that it should be “Know America 
First.” 

It is good to know as much as possible of international 
affairs, but it is a mistake to become so concerned with 
studying international affairs that you don’t know your 
own government. 

You must know your own system thoroughly if you 
are to be in a position to analyze other systems, and com- 
pare them with your own. Don’t be afraid to look at the 
weaknesses of your system, because in examining it 
thoroughly you will come across the strengths that make 
democracy the best system when there is true citizen 
participation. 

‘ime is a problem for all of us, so we must give 
priority to those things most important. Ask yourself 
what you can actually do about international affairs, and 
you wiill find there is little you can do unless you plan on 
making politics or the foreign service a career. Even our 
President and Secretary of State are limited in their con- 
trol of the international scene. They can devise the most 
perfect program, and have 100 percent support in the 
U. S., but they must still depend on the cooperation of 
allies and the reasonableness of the soviet bloc. 

I am not saying you should abandon interest in for- 
eign affairs. 1 am merely saying you should concentrate 
on those matters which you can influence for a better 
home government. 


Study Your Government 


Study your city, county, state and federal govern- 
ment. Dig into both sides of every major dispute, and 
try to come up with your own conclusions without relying 
on the force of public opinion. Don’t be afraid of arguing 
one point of view, and don’t be afraid to change your 
mind when you find from time to time that you’ve jumped 
at a wrong conclusion. 


In learning to know your local government, you © 
learn about state government. In learning about st: 
government, you will naturally follow some threads ir 
federal government. If you have done your homewo 
properly, you will be in a good practical position 
examine other governmental systems and to analyze t 
problems involved in international organizations such 
the U. N. or NATO. 

If you study no more than the Teamsters Union, y 
would set a good working knowledge of the real —r 
theoretic — problems of guaranteeing free elections. Y 
would also see how easy it is for union democracy to 
turned into union dictatorship, and it will make you mo 
sensitive to those forces that tend to break down and c« 
rupt democracy in unions and in government. 

You will see that when the crooked elements of Hoff: 
hoodlum empire —the armed robbers, arsonists, ext 
tionists and white slavers —try to establish a footho 
in Cincinnati, it is not just the Teamster Union membe 
who should be concerned about it. You will see that y. 
should be concerned, for if you have examined the recor 
you will see what has happened when the Hoffa gang go 
to work on local government. 


Government Officials Are Human Beings 


I do not intend to paint a picture of bad governme: 
and I do not want to destroy your faith in the many fy 
officials in government. 

I do want to impress you with these facts: 

Government officials are human beings, and they w 
be only as good as the voters make them be. 

They will be swayed by the human desire for mone 
and they will rationalize their petty larceny or grat 
larceny on grounds that they have earned it throw: 
public service. 

They will stay honest as long as they believe that # 
voters and the law enforcement system will puni: 
dishonesty. 

They will be courageous and rise above themselves 
they feel reasonably certain that crusade for cle: 
government will be rewarded by your support. 

Those who steal your rights and your money will t 
to make it appear that your rights are not really 
jeopardy. They will try to distort the picture or minim! 
their thefts and tell you that your financial interest is - 
small that you should not be concerned. They will fe 
you the line that “everybody is doing it,” and that som 
how you are naive or too much of an idealist if y: 
become enraged at a little dishonesty in government. 

If you swallow this line, then you are no better th: 
those rank-and-file Teamster Union members who kick 
their $5 a month in dues, and declare they don’t ca 
what Jimmy Hoffa and his friends do with it. You a 
not free citizens in a democracy under those circu 
stances, you are spineless and in danger of becomit 
conscienceless, 

There are crooked office holders who have been 1 
elected year after year by spreading the word that the 
opponent is just as big a crook as they are. If you ha 
to choose between two rascals, then throw the old rasc 
out and take the new one. You can throw the new one o 
in a couple of years. When you are faced with such 
dilemma, vote in rebellion against those proven to ha 
violated the public trust. 


